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BACKGROUND

Amid a "proliferation’ and "enrichment' within literary age
studies, fantastical (i.e., non-realist) depictions of age and
ageing remain poorly understood, especially in the period
before 1918. This is despite understanding for how popular
fiction can often better articulate collective hopes and anxie-

ties than more literary fiction.

This project performs historicist, interdisciplinary readings of
several examples of rejuvenescence fiction in order to "recov-
er’ them and establish a critical genealogy of the genre for the
first time - to clarify, in fact, whether it is possible to speak of
a genre at all. Prior scholarship, based on single authors or on
one or two texts, has been unable to make claims about the
geographical or chronological range of such fictions.
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METHODOLOGY

The project is organized around in-depth, intertextual readings
of rejuvenescence fiction published from 1878 to 1918, inter-
woven with explorations of the discursive contexts from which
these accounts emerged and to which they contributed. Depl-
oying a cultural history approach, | trace how ideas such as
‘anti-aging' proliferated across and became transformed in
their migration between literary and extra-literary media and
disciplines such as journalism, medical treatises, and visual mat-
erials (including advertisements). Rejuvenescence fiction is

therefore conceived of as a vital imaginative space for circulat-
ing and shaping ideas about aging and the life course, during

years in which new disciplinary understandings of these sub-
jects entered the public discourse.
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